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Country profile
u

Population and population trends

u

Total Population : 512,038
Male : 186,857
Female: 179,319

- Maldivian Population: 366,176
Resident Foreigners: 145,862
-

Annual Growth Rate: Resident Population : 4.0
Resident Maldivians : 1.8
Resident Foreigners : 10.0

- Ranks number 173 in the list of countries (and dependencies) by population.
u

The population density in Maldives is 1770 per Km2 (4,584 people per mi2).

u

The total land area is 300 Km2 (116 sq. miles)

u

34.2 % of the population is urban
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Major Industries in Maldives
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u Fishing And Tourism
-

Early 1970s, Maldives was one of the world's 20 poorest countries, The
economy was largely dependent on fisheries and trading local goods with
neighboring countries and East Asian countries.

-

In 1980’s tourism was introduced which played a significant role in
economic development.

-

Today Tourism accounts for 28% of the GDP and more than 60% of the
Maldives' foreign exchange receipts. Over 90% of government tax revenue
comes from import duties and tourism-related taxes.

-

- fisheries contributed over 15% of the country's GDP and engaged
about 30% of the country's work force. Fisheries were also the secondlargest foreign exchange earner after tourism.

u

Climate

-

The Maldives has a tropical monsoon climate.

-

The Maldives has the lowest elevation of any country in the
world, the temperature is constantly hot and often humid.

-

Two seasons dominate Maldives' weather: the dry season
associated with the winter northeastern monsoon and the rainy
season which brings strong winds and storms.
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Demographics and indicators
u Children’s % of
2014) - 111, 107
ulive

total population (According to census data

births/year; 6723 (According to 2017 data)

u%

living near hazardous waste; living in air pollution
non-attainment areas; No study has been done yet.
However, we are in the process of conducting this data.

u%
u%

with asthma; (No data available)

with cancer, birth defects, autism, or other factors;
Live births 156 ( as per 2017 data)
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Children's environmental Health
protection programs
WASH
u

WASH is integrated into the school health system and healthcare facilities
nationwide.

u

Safe drinking water, and toilets for both genders, and handwashing
facilities are available at schools and healthcare facilities

VECTOR CONTROL
u

Conducting awareness sessions in schools to prevent mosquito breeding
and to control mosquito borne diseases

ENVIRONMENT AND SCHOOLS
u

In April 2018, single-use plastic was banned from all schools in Maldives

u

Every school has an environmental club, that work towards raising
awareness within the school community
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Current Status
( Programs addressing children and air pollution)
BREATHELIFE CAMPAIGN
u In July 2019, Ministry of Health, Health Protection Agency
(HPA) and Ministry of Environment together joined the Breathe
Life Network to address air pollution and its negative impacts in
Maldives.
u The Breathe Life Action Plan focuses on implementing actions
to reduce air pollution, including awareness components for all
ages.
u The aforementioned agencies will work together to reduce the
negative impacts of air pollutions for the next generation by
closely monitoring the air quality, and working towards
reducing vehicle and vessel emissions.
u Currently, all work done in terms of children and air pollution is
awareness based.
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Current Status
u

Ministry of Environment has recently launched its National Action Plan
on Air Pollution on World Environment Day. This year’s theme for
World Environment Day was #BeatAirPollution

u

The Action Plan, supported by the Climate and Clean Air Coalition,
provides for a system to catalogue the air quality data and determine the
best actions to take to curb pollutants in the air.

u

In addition to the Action Plan, Maldives is also looking at a number of
other measures to curb air pollution, such as improving public transit and
replacing vehicles with electric models and environmentally friendly
vehicles,
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Stakeholders
-

Ministry of Environment

Make policy and regulation to control the environmental problems and
safeguard.
Draft laws and regulations to ensure appropriate solid waste management
mechanisms, establish comprehensive facilities to dispose solid waste in
throughout the Maldives, and provide assistance to the local councils in
establishing a viable solid waste management system at island level
-

Ministry of Health

To ensure nation’s participation in attaining excellence in quality health
services, in an affordable, equitable and accessible manner leading to a healthy
population
-

Health Protection Agency

Health Protection Agency - to monitor and review the program about health
risks
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Successes
u

Polio free country for more than 2 decades- officially
certified by WHO SEAR on March 2014

u

Household pollution has been reduced in Maldives with
98% of household opting for LPG for cooking (Maldives
DHS, 2016, 2017). This shift to “clean fuels” greatly
reduces the risk of health impacts due to indoor air
pollution.

u

Single-use plastics are banned in all schools, nationwide.

u

Status of WASH in healthcare facilities nationwide is known
and monitored

u

WASH is integrated into the school health system
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Challenges
u

Air Pollution and children’s health
u Vehicle

and vessel emissions

u Improper

waste management in the country Increased
dust emission from construction related activities

u Improper

use of pesticides for agricultural purposes and
vector control purposes,

u Improper

use of chemicals in different work places –
most of these work places (garages, boat building, etc
are in the populated areas due to lack of land space)
increasing risks of exposures
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Other environmental risk to children
uFlooding

in islands with improper sanitation
results in overflow of the septic tanks
increasing risks of diarrheal disease

uDue

to climate change many of the islands
faces drought hence the populations lack
access to water – the government has to spend
a lot in providing water to these islands
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Priorities related to children’s
environmental health protection
u

Strengthening legal policy and framework

u

Capacity building of relevant sectors

u

Take actions to minimize vehicle and vessel
emission and create more green space

u

Monitoring and improving on WASH at
schools, and ensuring it’s maintained.
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Goals
u

Strengthening air quality monitoring and
information sharing

u

Improving public knowledge through awareness
sessions to promote lifestyles that improve air
quality and reduce exposure

u

NATIONAL CHILD HEALTH STRATEGY –
Every Newborn Action Plan (ENAP)

- decrease neonatal mortality by ensuring that national
efforts place adequate focus on protecting the health of
newborns.
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Any Questions?

